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Hoover Had Doubts on Oswald 



By JOSEPH VOLZ 
and NEIL LEWIS 

Washington (News Bureau) 
—The late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover was convinced 
that Lee Harvey Oswald as- 
sassinated John F. Kennedy, 
but he was so troubled by the 
possibility of a Cuban con- 
spiracy that he urged the 
Warren Commission at one 
point not to find officially that 
Oswald had acted alone. 

Hoover’s concern about a pos- 
sible Cuban connection was shown 
In a Dec. 12, 1963, memo to his top 
aides, one of thousands of doc»> 
ments contained in the 40,000 
pages of FBI investigative files 
on the JFK assassination that 
were released yesterday under 
the Freedom of Information Ajct. 
A second 40.000-page installment 
will be released next month. 

"I personally believe Oswald was the 
assassin ” Hoover wrote in the memo. 
"The second aspect as to whether he 
was the only man gives me great con- 
cern." 

Hoover went on to say that "We 
(The FBI) have several letters, not in 
the report (to the Warren Commission) . 
because we were not able to prove it. 
written to him (Oswald) from Cuba 
referring to the job he was going to 
do." He said the Cuban letters praised 
Oswald's marksmanship and said that 
"when it was all over he would be 
brought to Cuba and presented to the 
chief." f 

Whatt Became of Letter*? 

Reporters studying the voluminous 
"raw" FBI files could not learn immedi- 
ntelv whether Hoover might have Inter 




Jack Ruby (r.) shoots Leo Harvey Oswald as he was being transferred from city to county jail. 



Lee Letter Hinted at Dark Fate 
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By NEIL LEWIS 
Washington (News Bureau) — 
An undated letter in Russian, 
found in the home of Lee Harvey 
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(The FBI) have several leuers. noi in 

*-* the report (to the Warren Commission) . 
because we were not able to prove it, 
written to him (Oswald) from Cuba 
referring to the job he was going to 
do." He said the Cuban letters praised 
Oswald’s marksmanship and said that 
"when It was all over he would be 
brought to Cuba and presented to the 
chief,” 

Whatt Became of Letters? 

Reporters studying the voluminous 
"raw" FBI files could not learn immedi- 
ately whether Hoover might have later 
abandoned his conspiracy suspicions or 
what became of some of the alleged get- 
Kennedv letters that the director said 
had been written to Oswald from Cuba. 



Although there was a wealth of new 
material in the documents, there ap- 
peared to be no direct new evidence to 
contradict the Warren Commission’s 
much-disputed finding that Oswald was 
the sole assassin and that the ex-ma- 
rine, who defected to the Soviet Union 
and then returned to the U.S., acted 
Blone. 

The disclosure of Hoover’s doubts 
was only one item in an avalanche of 



{Continued on page 60, col. I) 
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Shopping 
Days to 
Christmas 



St< Santa ttory on page SI 



Jack Ruby (r.) shools Lee Harvey Oswald as he was being transferred from city to count} jail. 

Lee Letter Hinted at Dark Fate 




By NEIL LEWIS 
Washington (News Bureau) — 
An undated letter in Russian, 
found in the home of Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s wife, Marina, shortly 
after President Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation, indicated, that Oswald ex- 
pected shortly to become notorious 
and possibly a convict because of 
something he planned to do. 

The letter, which was translated by 
•n FBI agent, appears to be from Os- 
wald to his wife, assuring her she will 
be taken care of even if he goes to fail. 

She Was Watching TV 
H I paid the rent on the house so 
don’t worry about it,” the letter said. “I 
left you as much money as I could.” 
The letter also asks that any informa- 
tion about what happens to him. includ- 
ing possible newspaper clippings, be 
sent to "the Embassy,” otherwise uni- 
dentified, but a possilbe reference to 
the local Soviet consulate, since Marina 
was a Soviet citizen. 

The translation iscontatned in 40,000 
pages of FBI files on the Kennedy 
assassination released yesterday. The 
note is referred to in the Warren Com- 
mission report. 

When questioned about the apparent 
farewell letter found in a cookbook, 
Marina told another FBI agent It fol- 
lowed an assassination attempt by Os- 
wald, against right-wing former Gen. 
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Hoover Had Doubts That Oswald Acted Alone 



( Continued from pag « 2) 

paper and documents — nearly a half a 
ton in a floor-to-ceiling stack — made 
public in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act suit. The 25.000 inter- 
nal memos and raw investigative re- 
ports, censored to delete sensitive 
sources, rumors, and false leads, indi- 
cated that despite the initial confusion 
and chaos. Hoover immediately directed 
an all-out probe and was able to report 
within hours after the Dallas’ shooting 
that Oswald was the likely killer and 
was probably “a nut" from the "extre- 
mist. pro-Castro crowd.” 

The files also showed that: 

• While the Secret Service chief at 
-the time, James J. Rowley, .(shared 

Hoover’s early belief that Oswald was 
the killer, he also shared Hoover’s con- 
cern over a possible wider conspiracy. 

• The FBI annarentlv wer cave to 



married a Russian woman before re- 
turning to the U.S., made several in- 
quiries at the Soviet embbassies in 
Washington and in Mexico City about 
the assassination. 

• Marina Oswald, the assassin’s 
Russian-born wife, tol dFBI agents after 
the shooting that her husband had tried 
eight months earlier to shoot and kill 
former Army Maj. Gep Edwin Walker 
in his Dallas home. She said Oswald 
told her he escaped on foot and by bus, 
the same method used in the Kennedy 
assassination. Mrs. Oswald told agents 
tha twhen she heard that Kennedy had 
been shot, she feared that her "crazy” 
husband might have done it. 

• A memb to Hoover dated Nov. 27, 
1963, quotes the deputy attorney gener- 
al at the timb. Nicholas Katzenbach. as 
saying that he had learned that Abe 
Fortas, a close friend of the new Presi- 
de* j \ iMnn R .Tnhncnn nr»d later a 



In 40,000 Pages... 

Washington (UP1) — Highlights of the 40,000 pagzs of FBI Kennedy 
assassination documents. 

• J Edgar Hoover harbored some doubts that Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone in killing John F. Kennedy. Three weeks after the Nov. 22. 1963 murder. 
Hoover advised aides that he had some letters in which someone in Cuba had 
apparently encouraged Oswald to kill Kennedy and urged the Warren commis- 
sion not to release an early official finding that "Oswald was the only man.” 

• Hoover, however, never doubted that Oswald was the trigger man. He 
advised President Lyndon Johnson of that belief within hours of the shooting, 
describing Oswald as "in the category of a nut and the extremist proCastro 
crowd." 

• In an early interview with FBI agents, Marina Oswald said her husband 
"never gave any indication whatsoever that he intended any harm to the 
President.” The agents’ memo raised speculation that Oswald might have been 
aiming at someone else — presumably Texas Gov. John Connally, who was 
riding in Kennedy's car — because "one shot would have been enough” if he 
were firing only at Kennedy. The Warren Commission said Oswald fired three 
shots. 
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apparently encouraged Oswald to kill Kennedy and urged the Warren commis- 
sion not to release an early official finding that “Oswald was the only man.” 

• Hoover, however, never doubted that Oswald was the trigger man. He 
advised President Lyndon Johnson of that belief within hours of the shooting, 
describing Oswald as “in the category of a nut and the extremist pro Castro 
crowd.” 

• In an early Interview with FBI agents. Marina Oswald said her husband 
“never gave any indication whatsoever that he intended any harm to the 
President “ The agents’ memo raised speculation that Oswald might have been 
aiming at someone else — presumably Texas Gov. John Connally. who was 
riding in Kennedy’s car — because “one shot would have been enough” if he 
were firing only at Kennedy. The Warren Commission said Oswald fired three 
shots. 

• FBI agent said that Oswald “frantically denied” shooting either Ken- 
nedy or Dallas Patrolman J.D. Tippitt., another victim that dav. when officers 
questioned him before his own murder by Jack Ruby. The Warren Commission 
Included extensive paraphrased recollections of what Oswald had told his cap 
tors, since no tape recordings or stenographic transcripts were kept. But tho^e 
reports described the suspect as poised and even defiant rather than frantic.” 

xt *o? U £v., insisted " no one €lse was involved” in the murder of Oswald on 
Nov. 24. FBI agents quoted Ruby as saying he had simply brooded over the 
Kennedy assassination “until he reached the point of insanity.” 



Lee's Letter to Marina 



Hinted at Fateful Future 
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an all-out probe and was able to report 
within hours after the Dallas’ shooting 
that Oswald was the likely killer and 
was probably “a nut” from the “extre- 
mist. pro-Castro crowd ■ 

The files also showed that: 

• While the Secret Service chief at 
-the time, James J. Rowley, shared 

Hoover’s early belief fiiat Oswald was 
the killer, he also shared Hoover’s con- 
cern over a possible wider conspiracy. 

• The FBI apparently never gave to 
the Warren Commission some of the 
provocative letters supposedly written 
to Oswald from Havana, because the bu- 
reau could not authenticate them o 
Hoovers’ satisfaction. 

• Hoover broke the news of the 
President’s assassination to Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy 19 minutes 
after the shooting, but .it as Robert 
Kennedy who later informed Hoover 
sthat the President had been pro- 
nounced dead at Dallas' Parkland 
Hospital. 

• The FBI had to cope with thou- 
sands of worthless leads, hoaxes, crank 
calls, letters, and wild theories, and It 
investigated therm all. For instance, 
hundreds of persons notified the Tb\ of 
the identities of persons who, at one 
time or another, had suggested that 
Kennedy should be killed; each allega- 
tion was meticulously checked out 
Even six months after the slaying, 
agents were sent to question a Scotts- 
dale, Ariz., service station attendant 
who found “John Wilks (sic) Booth” 
and “John F. Kennedy" scrawled on the 
front of a telephone directory. (Booth 
was the assassin of Abraham Lincoln.) 

• Relations between the FBI and 
CIA wore thin during the tense days 
aftek the assassination. At one point, 
Hoover accused the CIA director at the 
time, John J. McCone, of telling Rep. 
Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich.), a member of 
the Warren Commission, that Oswald 
was paid $6,500 in Mexico City to kill 
Kennedy. Hooever was irked because 
the FBI had told McCone personally 
that there was no truth to that story. 

• Oswald “frantically denied shoot- 

ing Dallas Police Officer (J.D.) Tippitt 
or shooting President John F. Kenne- 
dy” when questioned by Dallas Police 
Cipt. J.W. Fritz, an FBI report said. 
The report said Oswald also denied ever 
owning a rifle. But no stenographic 
note* were kept of FritJ’ interrogation 
of Oswald. n 

• Oswald, who defected ie the Sovi- 
et Union - fto ja th a.-ilauBO .Corps ihd ' 
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in his Dallas home. She said Ovald 
told her he escaped on foot and by bus, 
the same method used in the Kennedy 
assassination. Mrs. Oswald told agents 
tha twhen she heard that Kennedy had 
been shot, she feared that her “crazy” 
husband might have done it. 

• A memo to Hoover dated Nov. 27, 
1963, quotes the deputy attorney gener- 
al at the time. Nicholas Katzenbach. as 
saying that he had learned that Abe 
Fortas. a close friend of the new Presi- 
dent. Lyndon B. Johnson, and later a 
Supreme Court justice, was opposed to 
the idea of a special presidential com- 
mission looking into the assassination. 
“Certainly something sinister here,” 
read a note in Hoover’s handwriting. 
(Fortas, contacted yesterday, denied he 
had ever opposed formation of the War- 
ren Commission, and Katzenbach said 
that LBJ was not a reliable source 
when it came to quoting someone else ) 

• On Dec. 2. 1963, the U.S. Embassy 
in Rome sent Hoover a report that an 
American newspaper columnist there — 
the name was censored — said that the 
Spanish amassador to Italy. Sanchez 
Bellas, had showed him a report pre 
pared bp Spanish intelligence alleging 
that Kennedy’s assassination was the 
work of Fidel Castro. The State Depart- 
ment cable sail in art: 

“(censored) stated that, as he under- 
stood the report, Fidel Castro was very 
much disturbed by the deaths of the 
Diem brothers in Vietnam and felt cer 
tain that these deaths had been caused 
by the CIA ... (Castro) had been most 
upset by the apparent rapport establish- 
ed between President Kennedy and 
Premier (Nikita ) Khrushchev . . . and 
felt that some dire act was needed to 
destroy this rapport.” 

Four days later, the FBI cabled the 
U.S. Embassy in Madrid asking It to 
chekk if Spanish intelligence had any 
information as to whether Oswald “was 
acting as a Cuban agent ” 

The FBI’s own evidence of a possi- 
ble Cuban link, referred to in the 
Hoover memo to his top aides, was 
apparently a letter with a Havana post 
mark that was sent to Oswald on Nov- 
28, six days after the assassination and 
four' days after he was killed on nation- 
al TV by Jack Ruby. That letter was 
signed by a “Pedro Charles." 

The same last name was contained 
in a second letter, written on the same 
day to Attorney General Kennedy by a 
“Mario del Rosario Molina” of Havana. 
The Rosario Molina letter alleged that 
Oswald had killed the President at 
’'Charles 4 * direction. - • 



(Continued from page 2) 

Edwin Walker, the previous spring. The 
letter concludes by telling her the site 
of the city jail incase “I am alive and 
taken prisoner.” 

The files show that Marina told the 
FBI she was watching television with a 
friend when the bulletin about the 
President’s shooting was broadcast that 
Friday noon. When she heard that the 
shots might have come form the Texas 
Schoolbook Depository, she said she ex- 
claimed: “Did my crazy one do it?” 

She then ran to garage where Os- 
wald kept his mail-order Italian rifle 
wrapped in a blanket and saw that the 
blanketwas still ther In its usual shape 
and assumed the rifle was still inside. 

Marina Oswald also said that on the 
night before Kennedy was killed, her 
estranged husband visited her and 
stayed the night, once again wearing his 
wedding ring. After the shooting, she 
noticed that he had left the ring on her 
dresser, something he never did before. 
She speculated that he left it “because 
he thought he was coming back.” 

Although J. Edgar Hoover identified 
Oswald hours after the dhoetitig at » 



suspect, describing him as a “leftist 
nut”, the files show the FBI had trou- 
ble at first in evaluating a man who one 
day would hand out leaflets on a New 
Orleans street corner for the Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee, then walk into a 
storefront headquarters for an anti-ca*- 
Iro group the next day and offer his 
services. He boasted that as an ex-ma- 
rine he had familiarity with “guerrilla 
tactics.” 

The files also show that Oswald and 
his wife wanted to return to Russia as 
late at two weeks before Kennedy's 
death. 

In a Nov. 9 note to the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington. Oswald asked 
to return and referred to his recent trip 
to Mexico City where he had stopped at 
the Soviet Embassy there 

He said they were “unprepared” for 
him at the embasy in Mexico City and 
added. "Had I been able to reach the 
Soviet Embassy in Havana, as planned, 
the embassy there would have had time 
to complete our business.” 

It has been known that Oswald 
visited both the Cuban and Soviet 
consular offices in Mexico City. 
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